Wrought-lron Fences 
in the 
Architecture of 
American Synagogues 








A Survey from 1794-1925 


Architectural considerations include: 


Decision process: congregational community-building; 
Connection to Jewish history/ancestors; 

Safety of attendees; 

Safety of staff; 

Synagogue’s role in its neighborhood/community; 
What the synagogue stands for; 

Connection to God/spirituality (set apart sacred space); 


Safety of building and maintenance needs; 
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Design compatibility with building facade. 


Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim (1794) Charleston, South Carolina 
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Mikveh Israel (1825) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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B’nai Jeshurun (1826) 





Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim (rebuilt 1840) Charleston, South Carolina 
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Touro Synagogue (1843) Newport, Rhode Island 
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Keneseth Israel (1864) 
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B’er Chayim (1864) 
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Eldridge Street Synagogue (1887) Manhattan, New York 


ve 


i | Ai ; t 
A 





Manhattan, New York 
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Eldridge Street Synagogue (1887) 


Manhattan, New York 


Eldridge Street Synagogue (1887) 
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Detail of the same fence 


Congregation Emanuel (1891)} Statesville, North Carolina 
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Congregation Emanuel (1891)} Statesville, North Carolina 





Detail of the same fence 


New Bern, North Carolina 


B’nai Sholem (1908) 
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Manhattan, New York 
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Stanton Street Shul (1913) 


Manhattan, New York 


Stanton Street Shul (1913) 
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Aiken, South Carolina 


Adath Yeshurun (1925) 
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Adath Yeshurun (1925) Aiken, South Carolina 





